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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 COTONO 00818 05I4IIZ 
ACTION SCS-06 

INEO OCT-OI AE-IO ISO-00 CA-OI L-03 HA-05 /026 W 

075746 05I4I3Z/43 

P05I300ZJUN78 

PM AMEMBASSY COTONOU 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 800 

CONPIDENTIAL COTONOU 818 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: CASC, DM 

SUBJ: WAV: LEONARD RICHARD BENNETT 

REF: A. COTONOU 872 B. COTONOU 801 

1 . EMBASSY RECEIVED NOTE JUNE 2 PROM GOVT OP PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC 
OP BENIN (GPRB) FORMIN ACKNOWLEDGING EMBASSY'S NOTES 51 AND 
53 OF APRIL 27 AND MAY 3 RESPECTIVELY CONCERNING THE HEALTH 
OP LEONARD RICHARD BENNETT. NOTE STATES THAT "THE COMPETENT 
BENINESE AUTHORITIES COMMISSIONED A TEAM OP BENINESE MEDICAL 
SPECIALISTS AND GENERALISTS TO EXAMINE THE HEALTH OF MR. 

RICHARD LEONARD BENNETT (SIC). THE RESULTS OP THE MEDICAL 
MISSION HAVE MADE IT POSSIBLE TO CONCLUDE THAT CLINICAL AND 
RADIOLOGICAL EXAMINATIONS DO NOT PUT THE PATIENTS LIPE IN 
DANGER." 

2. NOTES CONTINUES TO SAY THAT AS PURTHER INFO RELATING TO 
BENNETT'S DETENTION INVESTIGATIONS ARE UNDERWAY AND THAT 
THE MINISTRY WILL DEFINITELY INPORM THE EMBASSY AS SOON AS IT 
IS AWARE OF THE OUTCOME OP THIS MATTER. 

3. COMMENT: THIS IS FIRST COMMUNICATION THAT EMBASSY HAS 
RECEIVED PROM GPRB ON BENNETT CASE AND COMES AS DIRE&T FOLLOW- 
5P TO MEETING BETWEEN DEP ASST SEC HARROP AND ACTING PORMIN 
ATCHADE. WHILE NOTESTATES SOMEWHAT ELIPTICALLY THAT BENIN- 
ESE DOCTORS TO NOT AGREE WITH CONCLUSIONS OF EXAMINATION 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 COTONO 00818 05I4IIZ 

BY STATE DEPARTMENT DOCTOR, IT CONTAINS NO ENCLOSURE OR PRECISE 
STATEMENT OF BASIS FOR BENINESE DOCTORS' DECISIONS. WE PROPOSE, 
THEREPORE TO ACKNOWLEDGE NOTE AND REQUEST COPY OF BENINESE 
MEDICAL TEAMS REPORT. THOMPSON 
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